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The Legend of Sleepy Hollow
Ichabod Crane was a fictional character, and significant protagonist in the short story "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" by author Washington Irving published in 1820. According to Irving, Ichabod is a tall, lanky local school teacher who looked like an old scarecrow due to his physical structure and dressing. The author depicts him as a person with high beliefs in supernatural aspects, including Legends of the Galloping Hessian of The Hollow or Headless Horseman. It is believed that Ichabod was involved in a courting tussle with Brom Bones a local man who also wishes to marry Katrina Van Tassel, the beautiful daughter of a rich local farmer. Based on Irving's story, the school provided Ichabod with little income and was most of the time broke. He survived by the mercies of local ladies, mostly mothers of the children he taught at the local school, who offered him food and shelter. Being a supernatural fanatic, he took this time to read and listen to supernatural tales of events in the settlement. He was so absorbed to supernatural tales that he used to read Mather's stories in the evening after school and also listen to stories from Dutch housewives such as the race of witches, ghosts and goblins, haunted brooks, fields, fields, houses and of particular interest the headless horseman. None of these stories was hard for him
Ichabod's turning story is believed to be due to his soft and foolish heart for women. Brom took every possible opportunity to humiliate Ichabod but never gained any advantage that could guarantee him Katrina's hand in marriage. After an invitation to Katrina's homestead for harvest festival party, Ichabod outshines Brom due to his social and outspoken nature. Brom left heartbroken, and Ichabod is left behind hoping to propose to Katrina. After his attempt goes sour, Ichabod sets on his journey back home where on reaching the bridge near the burial bridge he encounters the headless horseman. He flees the headless horseman and rushes and manages to cross the bridge. Ghosts are incapable of crossing the bridge and Ichabod on crossing assumes to be safe. However, he is struck by at the back using the head of the headless horseman throwing him rolling to the dust. Only his hat was seen the following day and a broken melon; he was never seen again. 
Stories from one of the farmers after visiting New York claimed that Ichabod had fled from the headless horseman and his landlord and assumed a justice role at the ten pounds court in New York. Although a fiction character, Gary Denis goes on to claim that the character of Ichabod Crane was based on the real story of school teacher Jesse Merwin. The Kinderhook town school district in Columbia County was renamed Ichabod Crane Central School District in his honour. According to a notation by Irving and a certification by a long term friend Martin Van Buren the character of Ichabod was based on the original schoolmaster from Kinderhook (Cole, 2014). The headless horseman corpse is said to have been discovered at the Sleepy Hollow and buried by the Van Tassels's family at the Old Dutch Burying grounds. The author spends several months in Kinderhook in 1809, where he met Jesse Merwin teaching at the local school. Today, Sleepy Hollow is found in tarry town and is widely associated with ghosts and atmosphere that haunt and pervades visitors and inhabitants imaginations. Residents believe ancient Dutch settlers bewitched it.   
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